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BRETT SMITH, “15 Seconds” 

Atlanta-based artist and South-Africa native, Brett Smith will conduct an interactive conceptual performance 

piece during the opening reception of his exhibition entitled, "15 Seconds."  

Based on Andy Warhol's notion of everyone having their 15 minutes of fame, and on the instantaneous nature 

of our technology-based society, Smith is asking the viewer for participation. 

Motivated by Warhol, Smith wanted to see if a work of art could be created in 15 seconds, thinking Warhol's 

aforementioned 15 minutes was no longer an option in our time-driven lives. After a trip to the art supply 

store, Smith found inspiration in cans of spray paint, concluding it would be the perfect medium for which to 

make his "instantaneous art." He decided to make small spray paint works on paper. He found the results quite 

pleasing and liked the relationship it held to his previous work. 

In august of 2009, Smith stumbled upon the "Art in America Guide," and was taken aback by the image on the 

cover. It was eerily close to the pieces he had made with spray paint. He eventually found out that the cover 

was produced by the art department at the magazine. It was the validation he needed. Art could be made in 

15 seconds. Further inspired by the current trend of appropriation, and by a quote of Marcel Duchamp's, 

stating that the viewer was an integral part of the creative process and without the viewer the work could not 

be fully realized, Smith decided to literally bring the viewer into the process. He decided to invite the viewer to 

create the work (in 15 seconds.) Smith feels that this performance piece will lead the viewer "to understand 

conceptual art as well as the importance of accident in abstract expressionism." 

At the opening, forty people will be asked to create the work on site. Smith will have the participants use 

florescent spray paint in combination with a black light, so that at night, only work made by the viewers can be 

seen. There will be a Polaroid Facebook-like grid that will match the viewer to the work that he or she created. 

The viewer will sign their Polaroid and their "profile picture,' speaking once again to the instantaneous 

methods of communication in today's society. 


